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, ~  DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Charlestown Navy Yard-consists of 129.5 acres of industrial: by
cranes, dry docks, slips, plers,-residential structures, and-milit
spread along the southeastern Charlestown waterfront in Boston's inr
¥t is largely built upon fill dredged from the harbor since the early
The overall aspect is that of a modern marine-oriented industrial site.
throughout “are several varieties of structure s historically and architec

IS R N

urally:significant. . These include ‘Qxély‘mﬁJiiﬁfY,§ff§5fui§§fSUch as quarters

\ centur
cattere«

and armories, genefai'ihdbsxkia] sfructureé such as warehouses and power plants,

specific industrial sites such as a rope-making complex and foundri d marine
structures such as dry decks, plers, and shiphays.” =~ ‘ e
Styles and Dates.  Mst of the yard's 86 major structufes can be categorized by
‘datexofVctht?U@t?aﬁ?b?péféh;,mél?f]§1§‘Qééd;féﬁd'afbhitétfhkh "style.  Beginning
fn"fhé”1800$;,twa-‘ah§‘fh}ee4§tor&”Feagta]=§t91e,br?ék"bh?13fﬂg§}wérekﬁhiit;;;;;
(example: “huilding 5, quarters B-G). 1In:1827 a master plan was designed by .
architect Alexander Parris (1780-1852) the grand scale.of Europe's royal navy.
yards. -Bulldings in the classical sty _designed by Parris and built of finely
dressed granite, were constructed from 1830 to 1851 (examples:  buildings 34, 33,
38, 22, 58,.and 60). Joseph Billings (1821-1880) studied under Parris.and . -
executed some of his later designs. Billings took .over the position of chief
architect vacated by Parris in 1842, serving :to 1865. Work of his own design was
of brick in the Georgian Revival style (examples: buildings 42, :31, and 32).

Major bullding activity’ quieted From 1865 to 1900-hen the Public Works Office of
the U.S, Navy began design and constructian of e brick-veneer steel-frame .
factory buildings. "These jvere o nted with Colonial Revival.and Renaissance.

Revival details (examples: buildings 103, 1ok, 105, 106, and 114).

From 1920 to 1936 a general,depregsiQH”bfeveﬁfé&fmﬁchgcqnggry;xiqn from occurring
at the navy yard.  To increase employment and generally .overhaul the yard, the .
Works Prd}eétskAmeniStration (WPA) initiated work that continued unti World War
i1 was declared. It constructed factory and warehouse building§_inqan;éhdrngm nt
style, primarily concrete frame and brick infill with industrial sash. Some
bulldings.that evidence conscious use of the International .(unornamented) style

are buildings 197, 199, 104;‘and~195$‘,Cchstrubfidn*éf1EuiIﬁings;atythe nayyjy§té
during World War Il was limited prim§>»ly_£91framgvgrgqgn§gg;g.additibns_tOj“-

,,,,,,

‘existing factories and -shops and a large number of additional office space (exam

buildings 39,24, and 58). A few complete buildings, called ''semipermanent
- structurés,'' were built of~br!cktqr'ftame,tnThese1fn§%hdesa}twdfgthe‘fndgstrialtf

services -buildings, such as the plers and butldings 198, 200, and:206. .

, 5. 416 miles of
"Tailroad, and numerous docks and piers. ' The Charlestown Navy Yard (Boston Natior
Historical Park) consists of approximately 27 acres of this land, 20 of the

buildings, one of the dry docks, three plers, and an assemblage of artifacts;,
includlhg»a,largevcol]ection,of’ﬁavy7ddcuméﬁﬁéifeigttﬁgftb‘thefhtgtory]of*thég»“

Administration. The 130-acre,navy;i§§§ E§ﬂ£§@h;ViEEf&ﬁghgilgjﬁés;
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”factilty ThIS zone :ncludes gate 4 bu:Tding 136, and the marlne ranlway, T
asvwell as - all land to the west.t ,;‘;e_ SR , ; i e

R Approx;mately 103 acres of land at the havy yard are under the management an-;ﬂ‘
- agencies other. than the Natlonal Park Service. This portion of the yard has
~divided into four use zones: -public park, ‘historic, resndentlal, and light
industrial. The first two zones have been transferred to the Boston Redevelugmejtj
',Authorxty (BRA) - For development a'd,preservatuon purposf“ ?Appllcatton for '
,,~transfer of the latter two. zon{thas be', made by BRA

At the hetght of its productrvrty, T941’to~19kh the yard
““~‘f 47,000 persons (40 percent women b o
& ny A sUrv1vrng structures are very wel1 burlt nd represent
,"over'B m?llion square feet oF floor space., ' o . g e

inerv:ces and Systems.

| Most of Charlestown Navy Yard |syconstructed on fnlled land Most older bult
ed by drlven wood pilings, while the more modern buildtngs utllize
: alssons or steelzpa_ings as foundatuons.;r”ng,w, , .

,e'Topographrcally the yard ss generally level except For the northwestern corn .
" The mean high water mark is approximately,110 feet. Extr eme h:gh water reaches

First Avenue (116 feet) “Few buildinc ,outh'of Ftrst A nue ‘have basements, but

“they are generally connected ‘to the utility ]ines that are also connected to dry,

~kdocks 1 and 2 and ‘are now subJect to corrosion leakage and flood;ng

i The sh1pyard contalns three dry docks, a marine rallway, and two sh?ob u}diné.ﬂ"*n
Cooways. "There are 11 pners two represent the solid earth- =filled typesuand i Ve
vGQﬂSISt of wooden decks on wood p:llngs Wthh show vary;ng degraes of deter:or

'aeEIectr|c1ty had been provided to the navy yard by 'oston EdlSOﬂ Electrtc Company
- through underground ‘access at gate L. A major utility tunnel runs the length of
“First Avenue as the trunk llne carry:ng e Actric power, oil, oxygen, sewer,~p;,;f,.
telephoné, and fire alarm I;nes, as well as water mains. Th[s tunnel 'is being -
phased out because it presents a safety hazard. A buried power 1ine of 13, 00059} :
_volts runs to a new substation in building 22 and Feeds the rema;n;ng nava1
wnrlng system,,an obsolete, 2 400 volt system. s ~ a ;

i Street lnghtnng rncludes i n , ,,kncandescent, and mercury vapor flxturesy S
: ,kThe largest systems are the banks of incandescent pier lights on steel towers,i"’“
whxch allowed for around the-clock work shlfts dur;ng World War It.~ S

L.Two underground’erl oilﬁa ter storage tanks In the VICInitY oF quarters G*,L; 
uii;necessary’f&réthe operktlon of a central power p1ant bualdvng 108. o
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rTha main: s,h1tary sewer trunk a”2h~|nch by:36*nnch,cu1vert that _serves the
: ‘;entlre shxpyard cross“sct e;par unning under bu11 ing 198~and the tennls

: :*supp}sed by the c:ty efchston. The exact condrt1cn cf
o the water system is not;_nown ‘at present. The ma“’tenance of adequate water
B vpressure ln the shcpyard causes some dlfftculty £ :

4‘n‘and Maln spur
ad ‘tracks run.

";Archeolgg_gal Remarns r
. their significance as SItes of rec nt-f'
~~cultural resources below t '
lnventorled Thrr

xt”ts ‘below the s rface of the yard
cant to the |nterpretatnon of the '

:_”earller actlv ' sfand structures sti
These resources are as potentlally signi

" history and evolu fon of the navy yard as any ongOIng ‘activities or extant structur
Since the sign:fl ince of ‘these potential resources j \derlved from the overall
‘srgntflcance of the yard, the resources below grade assume the same’ 51gnlflcance

and deserve the same degree of prctectacn afforded the surface srtes and extant
structures : S "

An analysns of extsting hnstorlcal data on the eva?ution of the navy yard is
“{currently underway. iS”anaIVSIs WIll : mately predsct the prcbable existence
- and relative significan ; ‘ ;ht :
~will outline areas wher dis al s
archeologlcal resources, s ;_',as those areas praba “y retalnlng sngnlfncant
_ resource integrity. Until th:s study IS completed, '
" must be ‘considered arch
"farcheologtst be on‘s

lnventory incTudes a descrlptton of
>red structures“at Charlestown Mav Yard, the s;te on. which each IS
»‘h/, c n and: ‘major a!teratlcns, a -

, 1§ ficance ¢ companles each descrlptlon.h Please see attachment 7a
for ihVentoryﬁdata;‘ﬁsr: o , Lt : : t

'f Bulldln S Inventory., The attached burldlngs
all the numbel
'kbu(lt its
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S IS stgnrficant pr:mar:ly as an archeologlcal site of iong habttat on4 wuth
‘a pr:mary assoc1atton wnth navy yard lnfe.yif : e , e

y" Quarters B C D, E, F or bullding 265, the off:cers' quarters-—bu:1t in® 1833
Y 1?Constructed of br;ck, ‘this rowsheuséitontains five. two-story units with
f',dermered attics and basements, each wzth -5 297 squar‘zfeet of usable space.

P Theafive Unxts‘a:e ”" ﬁJf:cant pr:marg]y begause of the nava1 personnel whok,'
i ixved there and the rnlong assoc:at;an with;management of the yard '

L 1 ﬁthese unwts served asﬁthe warrant offrcers quarters., ln the o

,*18605 and 1870s they were modernized. - Charles Waldo lived in one and kept
~ avyard Journal or diary from 1816 to th ‘18305, giving a good record of =

'~~ylafe at the yard M. C. Perry also lzked here whlle statloned at,Bosten.;ﬁ'f‘

Quarters I, the marlne;barracks~-begun in: 1810 and altered in 1862 1900 and e
. MWorld War 1. It is brick and is. four stories h:gh»W1th a hlpped slate ; ;J:
",roef !t totals 27 900 squere feet of usable Space. : el

| ]xThe structure has exceptional sngnificance ‘to the h:story cf the u. S Navy ‘
~and Marine Corps as the nation's oldest survnvnng Marine barracks. and as
‘the pratectlve unxt of the navy yard s:nce ItS establishment‘;__~“ :

Bullt in 1810-11, the center sectlon was razed and rebu:lt in 1862 wrth an ;T“
~ addition to the north elevation and remod' 1g of interiors in the brick:
.~ .wings. In 1900 a top story was added. porches across the facade were
- built, ,during World war Il, and later~enclosed ' The Shinto torii was erectedy,
‘ln the 19505. e - Gl e e

Quarters G the commandant s house--desugned in the sty?e of Bullfrnch and bu:lt
in 1809‘ It is: brlck and is three stor:es h:gh wuth a metal roof (10 AOO
‘,total square feet two floors) : e

The structure served as the c@mmandant s house For 165 years.' It has
s:gnlfncance to the hcstory of;; 'Amerrcan navy because many Ffamous naval -
”off:cers lived here and many presidents and heads of state were entertained
 here. The representatives of bus:ness, palltncs, and the navy met to»,,
organize the growth of the u.s. Navy hera.j":, S e
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structure has'evof”f :
thh the constraJnts of federal budgets.»

Quarters L ﬂ Nf“{, the offacers‘ quarters in the Iower yard-*bullt n 1826 =29
_and’ altered ‘in 1833, 1839, '1880s, and. 1930s.  The row house is brick and is
rrtwo storles hzgh wnth @ slate roof Each unit tota}s 6 5Q5 square feeta.,xkv?

\,s

”:cant to he hlstory of the Amertcan navy because of
of the senior officers who lived here while assigned =
S te ard. These’ included Thomas Se1frtdge,‘w:1liam B Shubrlck J05|ah ;
: ;TTattnaJI, andtLawrence Kearny.: Gre g . e

}44The quarters are: sngf’
~ the prominence of mai

h:;When the off;cers quarters were bu It in. 1826 29, they faced east. Thelr; ’i

,‘;, b : ' jhey‘were altered agaxn ln the 18805 (east exten-f~
\:k,SIGhS) and in thef193ﬁs*by'the WPA (modernf t S S i

'; as two sterles hngh and constructedwo;,brick«(5~47# total square feet) -
Slgnxflcant only as partrof ‘the nava1 complex, thls structure was bUIIt andv-
- served as IEVIng quart‘rs for the chlef of staff;‘-~ A '

Buildtng 1, the garage and gatehouse*-buslt in 1941:1~Tt s brlck and concrete “
f,kand is one story hrgh wnth a flat roof |t is 2 h82 total square feet

;The construction of thls gatehouse represented the need for more access and_,
- greater control of the yard durlng World War ll : : :

fBUI]dlng 1 is bullt ‘on the site of the old water tank storage shed Water o
 was carried in wooden casks until the late 18205 ‘when galvanized tanks
< began to be ‘used. ‘The tank house: disappeared in 1870, and the site was
‘used as gardens untll bunldlng 1 was constructed knithe 19#03 as part of
the war effort : B ,

Bualdlng 4, the chlef petty off: ers club-—butlt prlvately as a storehouse by' i
;,Oakman ‘and Eldridge in 1827 and sold to the navy for the same use in. 1862,
1t is brick and ﬁs,two storaes hlgh wlth a slate roof it |s S 688 total*‘ﬁf'
_square feet S , el NEo

'~The structure lS s;gnifrcant to the hnsbory of the Amerlcan navy and
technoiogy as a storeheuse from the saclung ship’ era and as a petty offlcers -
'club ln modern tlmes. T = , :
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Th:s offlcers' club was used orag:na]ly as a navy store - (house) and OI]‘
' store. ‘In. the 19365, WPA workers remode]ed the tnteruer. ance the 19405
|t has served as a petty efflcers' club L T

Bunldlng 5, the offncers club and bachelor offlcers' quarters--desngned and
: ‘built in 1815-16 and altered in the 18405, 1920s, 1930s, and 1950s. It is
o brick and is two stories hlgh wnth a slate: hlpped roof ‘It totals about
.33, 658 square feet.;;.,; B L

. The structure is sngnnf;cant to the htstory of the Amerlcan navy as a
.storehouse and later as navaT quarters,;>_‘i c S a

Part of the bun}drng is now called the offlcers' club This bui]dlng was
built by the navy in 1815 and figured in navy vard h:story mostly as a
'sstorehouse and as the offxeers' and- commandants' offices (second floor,
: orrginal use). A llbrary and a museum were installed on the second FIeor% o
~inthe 18&05., 1n the 1920s a partial basement was dug. “In the*19305 WPA .
»»‘workers remodeied the 1ntertor.,f/r ERit R e SE A

Bu:ldlng 10 the battery chargnng facn]rty--des:gned by Bni]rngs, bullt in
1853, moved in 1900, and altered in World War | ‘and World War 11, 1t is . -
brsck and concrete and :s two stories hlgh (5, 114 total square Feet)

The structure has srgnrf:cance to the hustory of Amerrean technelogy and
the navy as a paint house in the sailing shrp era and ‘as a battery chargnng
‘facnllty and 1aundry during WOrld War 11, ‘ : .

’ ”Buxlt as a pltch house, this bUI]dlhg was: relocated From the west to the
east ssde of pier 2 in 1900-1901. It became a battery charglng facsluty
~,Aafter modnftcatlons ln WOrld War I and errd War II.« ;

Bunldzng 19, the yard scale house--butlt in 1918 durtng WOrld War l It rs',
brlck and is one story high w1th a slate roof lt totals 4&3 square feet

The. structure is sagniflcant to the history of technology because it contatns'
>ara|1road car. scales and truck scales smportant to management of the yard ‘

The first scale house, also calied bun]dlng 19, ‘was buiit dursng ‘the Cev&l

War at the time the first railroads came into the yard, and it was located

south of the first gun park near the present flag: pole. The present ‘scales
~and the house with |ts underground scales form\the complex functlontng on
V‘Flrst Avenue.,;* . ~ :




" Form No. 10-300a - SO e e e -
(Rev.10-74) - : ;

FOR ﬁPS USB G#L‘(

UNITED STATES DI:PARTMI:NT Ol‘ THE INTERIOR TR
| NATIONAL PARK senv&ce \ JUN 1 1 1979 A
; E .,aacmvso S
NATIONAL REGISTER OF H]STORIC PLACES |
loar ,ms.a.ze &

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
'MULTIPLE ‘RESOURCE

‘The Historic Resources of the Char!estown Navy Yard. Partfa1~lnventory5h‘Hfstoric
, end Arch:tectural Resources, : - R

R CONTIMUATION sngT A of 31 lTEM NUMBER 7a o PAGE L :

Buildang 21, commandant s carrlage house and stable-~desngned by Parrts and bunlt ‘
in 1823 tis granite and brick and is one story h:gh (803 square feet)

The structure has s:gnlflcance to social and nava] hastory as-a prece of
domest:c archjtecture and as part of the commandant s house complex.\_

Bullt as a. stables in 1823, lt ‘was the second prOJect at. the yard undertaken :
by Parris and was built in conjunction with the yard's granrte wall. Since =
the late 19th century tt has been used as a greenhouse and garage.’a

. BU|ldrng 22 the U.S:S. Constntutlon Museum (formerly the pumphouse)-—desrgned
by Parrns and built in 1832. Tt is granite and is three stor;es hlgh wnth
a slate roof it has 26 693 total square feet._si SRR :

S;gnlfscant to the hlstory of englneernng, arch:tecture, and the U.S. Navy, _

o this bu:ldnng is a part of the national engineering landmark, dry dock 1.

Building 22 housed C. Laommi Baldwin's" steam engine and pumps, designed to

- drain the dry dock and also adapted to operate a sawmill. Parris de5|gned
the classncal structure, which was the flrst ef the 1mpostng granlte bulldings

bu:lt at the navy yard ey o R ,

Desngned in 1827, the pumphouse was operattonal by June 1833 Of the new ..
~ pumps ‘installed here in 1856-57 (after the dry dock itself had been extended
65 feet seaward), Htwelve hogshead of water are said to be thrown off at
one stroke, and the time occupled in pump:ng out the dock is about six
hours." - The carpenter shop function was added to this bu:ld:ng in 1839 to-
~utilize the steam engine there.r All pumps’ were  removed in 1905 with the e
construction of building 123. Bui!ding 22 served in World War 11 as an
~ electrical substation and an 1ndustrva1 hygiene laboratory It was modified
in 1957 and 1976 and is now operated under cooperative agreement wsth the
Nat;onal Park Servnce as the U.S. S Constitution Museum. ~

Busld:ng Zh the raggers' shop--desugned as a carpenters and Jo;ners shop L
in 1847 by Billings and built in 1847-51. It is constructed of granite- =
faced brick on wood plles and is two stories high. A wood-frame addltion

“built in 1900 doubled the building's area (69 900 total square Feet)

The structure is. s:gnoftcant to the htstory of Amerlcan ‘naval: technology
and architecture. The design has been attributed to Parris, who !nfluenced
its desngner, Blllnngs. It was used as a. refitt:ng loft for both rope
~rigging and carpentry repalr and now serves as the matntenance shop for the
u.s. S Constltutaan‘ ; , S :




_Form No. 10-300a ST . "-\,° o S 0
" (Rev. 10-74) ' : - ,

UNITED’STATES DEPARTM!:NT OF TH[—. lNTtRlOR 3
NATlONAL PARK SERVICE ’ :

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
'MULTIPLE RESOURCE L e
The Historic Resources of the Char1estown Navy Yard. 'Partiai,tnventory: Histortc
and Architectural Resources. R ~ L S

commuumn smse-r 50f31 . lTEM NUMBER 7a PAGE 5

";The fsrst maJor alteratlons to bul}ding 2b ‘came in 1890 when the ‘joiners
moved to building 114, Riggers and refitters: began use of the structure.
A steam engine used by the carpentry shops was modified to operate as a
. steam ho:stlng engine and run the 2,000~ton marine rai]way, operational in’
1919, These engines were replaced wnth electric hauling engines. The
ﬁmonitor or ventilated roof was a modification of the early 1900s. Frame :
additions during World War 11 doubled the bulk of this structure, necessl-”f
tating the removal of build:ngs 180 and 23. (Bucldrng 23 was the seconé
o locatlon of the chapel' see bualdtng 1h3 3 8 : , :

. Buiiding 28 the reglonal conservatlon lab--deslgned by Blllrngs and bU|lt in -
: 1,;18h9 50 1t is brick and is two storles h:gh wnth a slate roof At 1nc1udes
: .f8 160 total square feet. ' : I Lo, ,

Thus bunlding is signnf;cant to the hlstory of archttecture and technology
 ‘at the site because of" rts 1ndustrtal design and long use For speczf:c
technical purposes.;; ’ ; ; :

fBu11t on the site of a coa1 shed and perhaps used as a coa] house, Fts 1 ,
history nonetheless lllustrates the conversion of the navy to steam power. -
It became a tinners' and plumbers' shop by 1870 (a Civil War modification).
By 1890 it was used by plumbers only., In World War Il it became an |ndustsxal
hygiene lab, lnstrument calibration lab, and reference standards lab. s
now serves -as-an. architectural conservatron ]aboratory For the North At]antlc
_Regnonal Office of the Natfona? Park Service (1975) :

' Buulding 31, the muster house and telephone exchange-—de3|gned by Btll;ngs and
built in 1852-54, 1t is constructed of brick with a concrete-frame. and
brick additxon., It totals 6, 157 square feet oF usable space.

ffThls burldlng is signlflcant as a surv1v1ng octagon building, as the e
~ civilian workers' mustering post, and as the naval constructor's office.
© . Its later use as a hear:ng c¢linic. represented ‘the responsibility taken by
_employers for worker health and safety. Hearing damage was common as a.
result of work in the Forge shops (see bulldnng 105) o

Desngned by Billlngs, 1852 thls octagonal brtck bunld;ng, with surroundlng'
porch, was of ‘the same des;gn~as one in the. ‘Brooklyn Navy Yard. . A sxm;lar :
building at ‘the: washlngton, D.C., Navy Yard was copied from this one. lts
function was to muster cnvnllan workers at the beg:nn;ng ‘and end of the day ,
for roll call. The naval constructor had his office here as well. ThIS ‘
~man was in charge of ship design and buildlng at the yard and the most
important civilian employed at the navy yard. Famous. persons who- held this
post were: Josnah Barker Samuel Pook, and- Edward H Delano. ln the 18705
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,,'Van addftlonal story was added to the muster heuse, wlth the cupola and
" dormer windows reused: ‘By 1901 it was the office of the captain of the ,a
- yard. During the 19205 the surrounding porch was remevedg; ln,werld War 11 -
‘a concrete-frame and brick addition was added ‘and the . ,;‘gg,a Qused as\
’[the telephone exchange and hearlng cllnlc. S ‘ e

'Bunldxng 32 the bank and eredlt uaion*-deslgned by Bllllngs and built cn l8h9—bf’?
e%e 50 lt ls a one- stery brlck bunldrng of L, 423 square feet.k;‘,;, ‘ .

Thls structure is srgntfacent to naval hlstory as an,ammunltron stere and
to socsal hlstory as. an employee credit union.y,‘ i e o

ffg,Bualdlng 32 was' censtructed in 18h9-50 as a shell house (ammunitlcn store) ;

 Additions built durlng the Civil War were removed in the 1880s. A second
~ larger shed existed in 1865-68 only. In 1893 this became the commandant' S
. office.  (The adJolnlng shot park then became a tennis court.) ODuring
 World War | a temporary addition on the“nerth ‘elevation was built. Durlng ol
~ Morld War 1l a brick addition . ride: W ':elevetlon and contained a =
bank vault. = It then became a bank and credit union. lt is now used as SR
*afflces by the. Boston Redevelopment Author ,y.~’ ,

; Buuldnng 33, the Fra12|ar barracks-—deslgned by B:lllngs in the classical style ?*s
and built in 1850~ 52 lt s a three-story, granute butldlng of 59, 589
?square feet. ‘ o : 4 i

k,'Buildlng 33 is sngnzftcant to naval hrstory prlmartly as a storeh0use and
L Tbarracks fer crews of shlps at the yard for refvttlng

aDeS|gned by Bnllongs after the style of Parris and bualt in 1850 52, thlS'A -
~ was a cable and cordage storage building. By 1852 it was used also as a
sail loft (and for that function exclusrvely by the Civil War). By 1870 a o
‘ fsmall addition was added to the north and was used for general storage .

- (removed ca. 1910) 1t became an enlasted men's- barracks and mess hall |n :
~ World War |, when. the floatang receiving ships were phased out. During

,wOrld War ll a small brlck addltton was appended to the nerth :

o Bu:ldlng 3L, the chemlcel materrals and photo lab—-deesgned by Panris and- butlt
‘ in 1837 38 ‘but never cempleted dkls granite and 1epresents ‘the first =
half of a great storehouse lnteﬁh i to have a central court. - Itktotals;f,z<
o '34 159 square feet of usable space.' PR T R e e e TR

- This bUl]dlng isa s;gnlfrcant classlcal desngn for |ndustr|al arch:tecturefff
;expressive of a grahd or. European lmage For the young u. S Navy.u ~ S
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Deslgned by Parrls, it was hls Iast destgn and prOJect for the navy yard .
~and it was never cempleted accardlng to the original plan, which called for
an open centra,-court “(after the grand storehouse in 'T;mauth England) .
I't was used as a storehouse largely unaltered until World War - 11.  (Then a
briek admlnlstration/offlce byilding for the Public Works Office was added
to. the south~—bu|ld|ng 200; however, that structure does’ not touch buuld:ngv 3
3k, ) During World War .11 a chemical lab, blueprint lab, and phetographac

. reproductron center were located here, but the butidtng was little aitered

Bu;ldlng 36 the sall loft and/or Jolners shop*-deSIQned by Bll]xngs and bu;lt
‘in the Civil War, completed in 1866. It is a three-story, granlte buuldung,
i w1th a siate roof, and it totats 73, 309 square feet._ (' :

| Bulldlng 36 is srgnlflcant prlmarlly ‘to archltecture and technology as a
WOrksng place and warehouse of class:cal lnfluence. ,

" For the Jonners' shop, power was supplied by a bo;ler house to the south :
(of the same date and style and with a large brick chimney). In 1893 an = .
electrnc Ilght plant was: added to the east elevation: but later removed . L
~during the construction of building 15 (building 195 itself was removed ‘in
1977) . BUIldlng 36A is a World War 1| electric power substatron built at
- the southwest corner. An addttton to the southeast corner was: a1so presenbin
: by WOrld War ll Lo i : S

Bulldlng 38, the enllsted men's club—-appears to have been a JOlnt desngn of
~ Parris and Blilvngs and was built -in 1854 At is three stories tall and-
: constructed of brlck faced wnth gran;te and it totals 25 505 square feet

,Bualdlng 38 is slgn;flcant prlmarlly for 1ts Iong service as the navy's
prason and as part of Parrts s orsglnal erganazational scheme :

‘ Des:gned ‘and bullt as a cooperage and packlng ‘house for supplylng sallsng ’
ships, it remained unchanged until 1890 when it became the navy prison.
In- 1924 the building was remodeled to serve as a recreatlonai facnlvty i

“with a bowllng alley. The ‘building officially: became the enlisted men's
club in 1940. It included a movie theater, PX, and library when vacated
~.in 1974, . The buuldlng burned |n January 1978 leaVIng only the granlte 1
shell ‘ , ‘

Burldnng 39, the ordnance and admlnlstratlon buuldlng~-de5|gned by Blllnngs
‘and built in 1866. It is a three-story brlck structure with 148 167
square feet of usable space.-yk :
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- ~ This building is Slgntflcaﬂt prim
‘_k;tratton bunldlng from the enbyef the CIVI] War thro worldﬂwan.llkvwzﬁ

Bu:]t in 1866 as an ordnance storehouse, by the 19005 ausma!l add|t|onk ‘

“iari?y as a:central navy “ordnance . hdmidiS' g

 was put on the east elevation. In 1940-41, a frame addition was butlt on’f .

the northeast corner of the building. “The bu11ding remained the

- armory (with related folCES) through World War 11, when sxgntflcant

~additions to the north were built, spanning Second Avenue (frame and. - .

covered ‘in red brnck patterned aspha!t shingles). This buildnng was used

- for administration after World War I} until all ordnance actrv:tfes were:
rimoved to H;ngham, Massachusetts.;- a \ S : o

Burldrng 40 the central tool and temporary serv:ce shop-~desrgned by Blllnngs{‘
to heuse ‘the heavy hammer shops and built in 1863. It -is two stories -
vvta11 and censtructed of brlck lt has 59, 943 square feet of usable space.,;;

: .TTBuuldsng ho is’ s:gn:frcant to the htstory of technelogy and the navy as
: kthe place where the f:rst weoden sh«ps were armered with ;ron pIate

It was des:gned by Bl]llngs durtng the Ci }War as a heavy hammer shop

" (for hammering and punchlng holes in armor which was anchored with drift

“ . pins to both wood and iron ships d 'ng~the Civi] War) "By 1880 it had
become a rolling mill. :

. leav1ng only the west “and north facade intact. During Werd Mar by it

“was used for a mold loft and ‘bending 1ab, far plate and. angle\stora e,
~and for floor. laying. I't then had rallroad access into the bualdrng*bn ;
~all sides. -In 1939- -41 the west elevation of the building was demolished
ffor the constructlon of bui?gy

L Bu|ld|ng h2 the machlne shop and steel foundr'%-lnltral pcrtlens dessgned by e
: ;'Bllllngs and built in 1853-58, It is constructed of brick and now. contalns;~f

- 351, 841 square Feet of factory space.”,»

: ':fBusldung L2 is s;gn;f:cant in socnal hfstory as the major working place
- or shop at the yard and in the history of technc?ogy‘and the navy for the

‘From 1900 to 1910, major additions were made, ‘,uf*

g‘AZA an extens:en of the mach:ne shops.'~7;f

H"maJor role it played in converting the U.S. “Navy from: wlnd to steam power =

: ;and subsequent roles sn deve]oplng a nuclear navy.v _;d

.r'lt stands on the site cf an
~.as a machine shop, foundry, and~3m1thery.; The: Bllltngs plan enclosed a
7,quadrangle in which was located the Yerystal palace,“ an artistic but
leaky glass, frame, and brick structure built over a modern steam~power’,“
'kplant. AdJacent was a handsome 239- foot tal} brnck smokestack The S

Os;blacksmuth shop., it was used orngtna!lyvi;‘
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IPaftJéIftheﬁtekyrj H?Stdki¢’

~jf:4ébgps;;stéém“ﬁlaﬁt,fanQJSmﬁkeft§Wer afé:é11 6F¥th§]§émé date. En§iﬁés' 
~ for the U.S.S. Hartfo

fﬁjauﬂéhed 3n71859,fWere'aééembied;here. Later
°r» the two wings of the quadrangle were connected with
'fjffand%cabkerylovens were added on the .

e i 1 sho , e east ‘elevation.

R Iﬁw19017theM”crystalkpalacg” waS~removed‘énd*thé*pqwethQSe;rebuilt.v?Thejﬁv,

e ;towér,Wa5fremdvédjbgtw@ehﬁig30~an671910;fathtWéﬂsmaT}*additFOns\were“ -
’1satta¢héd;tc;thefpbWérHQQSGQV} ring;warld*Warf!,_the~quadrangle;was,N :

, fitled:wﬁthﬁa“skyiighiedvfattOFyqbui1ding;:ahd;ayportipnfofuthefWest o

. facade was removed ahﬂfrécgnstrﬂgtéd«as. ; , y
o build}@g,Hwhiphia}SQ*abgcured‘a‘porrion*bfvai[dihg}kﬁ;‘ Théﬁworld'éf”

o gfirstq1fGQO,QQQ-vbItyXﬁray,testingQlabkwas;installed_in'world‘Waf~lf,to i
- inspect castings and welds. ‘Fbllowingf“;at“war;;sonar:dpmesfwerejdeVeJopeét

“here for attaChmaht:fﬁﬁeXiSting]Ship*h&lls.',Thegbuiidﬁng?is§nGWfFUnétTonaITy;

'ﬁdivfdedfihtaféimach?ne»shﬁpﬁ(A angB);<foundry‘(C);fboiIetﬁéﬁdibIaCKSmifh‘“T,'

part of the enlarged factory

” ;:shop‘(D);,téblfshoﬁ,(E),fandchppef”and;pipe‘shapv{F);~;Jtyaisokin¢IQdes_‘f]
: albFBSSEfOUﬁdrY;ahd?tdfpédoft&stingjroom,ﬂ, Sl T P e e e
‘,'Building158;fthevrgpgwéikfépaft,ofiafcomplexrnffbuiﬁdings3de$igned;byParrisig

©and built‘iﬁ3183ﬁf383(bu11d1h95~58;?69;,an later supplemented by -
. buildings 79 and 96). it FSTCOQstruétedyofigranitgffa¢5dfbrTCk-With,a o
fslate]rcbfffor“Fireproofing*v”The\bui}dingfiS‘1;360“féetiiong;;AS]Féet* s

Wide, generally two stories tall, and totals 140,815 square feet devated =
~ exclusively to rope maki T g

g,

’Thfu\éxceptionallyisfgh}fiéént,buildihg;isfthtsféountry?s only surviving

ropewalk ngtksigniffcant1¥4a!t@red gr~moyed:from>ftsforiginal«site;’fThe S
kf.buildfngfand'itsgfungtjonfare?gssgciated_with;majgrvpptiti¢a1;debat¢VQVéri L
~private/goVernment‘pronCtiénvand:manufactuping;and~With,major technical - -

advanCEmeht~ih;fope,andjcérd*mangfacture‘t?i0ugh*the7inv¢ntibns/bfjDahie1¢ ;"7
Treadwell, engineer. For 132 years thiﬁ*kéﬁewalk_prqduqed“thesU}S,_,l\ SR
a{'NaVY‘SvaPé,;a~vita1frole'in'thé days&bf£safl:ﬁ»Henry,Wad5worth*Lbngfeliow’ﬁu :
'V‘VOma"ticized'thisgfacforyhbﬂi1dfﬁ9”fﬁ'ajﬁbém;~VBUflding'58"isfthe“princ{palff~"
“part oF:the'fbpewalkﬁcémp}éx¥fbuildings~58,.60;162,"79;'andj96;;‘f» e
: The.rbpewalkLwas,built;in't83h—38ﬁfrom a design by Parris. Fhe machinery
'»for;Spinhing'ropg waS‘designedjbyJDaniel5Treadwe11 (179141872);'a10ng' T
5 With'the‘boilers_anﬂ?ehgiﬁeéﬂfn;the;three¥Stdryghéadfhdu§e.,"When constructed;
advance Ovefut0t313Y;héﬂdbrafteﬁ*fépefandkrqpeéwalkfngyan&fa‘Significantf =
new postheﬁformthe;féder31 gévernment;jwhfch,invélvadrrt5é1f d?rectly,inf‘
prbductibn'that*had;been%striCtIy%thegprovinteLofﬁerVate,enterprisea ~The
'_governmehfgévehtuqllyqalSo”begankfarmSSUbsfd?ésffo;provide»quality‘hemp AN
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jGate k was openad in 1853 fer pedestrrans, and a guardhouse was added at
. the west end of ‘the ropewalk. By 1890 new spinning ma hjnery had been
. designed and |nstalled by the Walton Company of Patterson, New Jersey. A
" boardwalk called "flrrtatnon walk'! was Iandscaped and maintained along
‘the south wall of the ropewalk during the late 19th century,, Durlng
~ World War | a bridge was constructed to bunldlng 62, a hemp storage
_house. That hemp ‘house was enlarged at the time. A coal: hopper and e
tipple to serve building 108 was constructed aleng the south facade in "
~-the 1920s. Prior to World War |1, a\brlége to - buuldlng 60 was constructed.
“During World War 11 a frame structure was added to the west elevation at
the south end,: “which: housed the labor board, personnel office, and adminis- .
cotrativ {apprentlce school. " An. ambulan£e~garage was also constructed -
 here. The daily surge of werkers during the World Wat Il effort caused ,
- the ropewalk to be shortened by 20 feet at gate 4, acc0mmodating a pedestrlan‘
- ramp and turnsty?es for time card punch in and cut.. In ‘the 1950s, gate: h
-was used for vehncular ‘access to the yard. (Orlglnal drawings of this =
"‘bu|1dxng and ItS machlnery are in the Nat:onal Arch:ves Washrngton, b. C )

Bulldrng 60, the tar house~-desngned by Parrls as part of the ropewalk complex f7i
-and built in 1836 37. It is.also constructed of granite-faced brlck and
is two stor|es hngh, wath 8 958 total square feet :

: Bullding 60 is sngni‘

’;nt prlmar:ly ‘as part of the unnque ropewa]k
,fcomp]ex It housed ma

glnery for tarrlng the rope desngned by Treadweil

1t s among the least changed bu:ldzngs at the navy yard ‘In the 18705 a
“shed was. added at ‘the south end. ‘= An accompanying ‘tar pit'was in use. from
the 1860s to 1880. Building 115 was built near. the south end of building
60 in the 1880s and demolished during World: War ll (Thrs was a- separate’

~bunld1ng used for: testing electrncal cable ) ,

R Buuldqng 62 the hemp house and rope test 1ab-~|n|tlal parts des:gned by
- Parris'and built in conjunction with ‘the rest of the ropewalk complex,
. 1836-37. It is constructed of granite-faced brick, with an addltcon in
~brick, and totals 34 ,279 square feet of usable space. ' i

,‘BUI1dlng 62 is 51gnaf|cant prtmarl1y as part of the unlque ropewalk complex

‘ Destgned by Parrls, lt was Iﬂ use by 1837 as a- hemp storage house By

1839 a main’beam had broken and the building was structurally remodeled
Just before World War | an angled addition onto ‘the south end of this
bunldlng doubled ltS snze, and a br;dge was butlt o’ connect bux1d|ngs 58
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o and 62‘ Although several buil'ings at the yard were used to store _hemp,
" this structure has the most direct assoc1ation ‘with the ropewalk The
bunldsng stu]l retains ltS orlgznal nron doors and s s

e ‘BUIldtng 75, the tlmber storehouse or pipe storage shed--des:gned by Parris
. either in concept or deta T,and ‘built between 1832 and 1848 (available =
. data is conflxcttng) It :s a linear, granlte, one-story storage hcuse ‘?‘*
“'ﬁ(27 0#5 total square feet) Ll V i i =

»~P0551b1y a Single surv:v1ng example of this type of storehouse, it is
. the only one of the five storehouses constructed at the navy yard. to,{, e
- remain (bU|Id1ngs 63, 64, 76, and 77 removed) dts sxgntflcance to the =
© navy and technolsgy stems. from uts use as a storehouse for specual tnmbers,
~spars, knees, bTocks, etc.kj ,,‘ L :

'fIt was bu:lt in 1830-32 (MPS data) as a tlmber storage house in a program :
- of constructlon that bagan ;n 1828 and f:nushed w:th work by Billlngs rn i
C the 1850s. V s e

. 'Two other storeh@uses (butldfngs 63 and 6&) ‘were razed for the WOrld War
| construction of building 149 {1917-18).  Building 187, which is 1arge!y
. an.iron truss ‘roof, was: built during WOrld War I between bualdnngs 76 and
75 as a covered storage ‘yard.. Bu:ldang 75 was used for storage of pipes.
‘and bar iron; interior modifications were made durlng the war.  Building
76 was razed ‘to make way for bUi]dnng 199 in World War 11, but bu*idang :
187 remalned Some or«grnal doors and |ron work rematn rntact on bu:ldlng
7 5. : : , , ; :

Buald:ng 77, a garage and the beat storage bu:ldung-—built in 1937, altered ;n -
1942 ft 15 a one—story brick bulidang of 3,567 square Feet.k~ e

Bunlding 79, the storehouse and llquor stare-—des:gned in 1857 by B|ll|ngs as
~a boiler house to replace a frame building of the same function built in
- 1837- -38, It is two stories tall, constructed of brick ‘and totals 1# 620
quuare feet of usable space. - , e ; ; SR [

. Bunldtng 79 is sngnnflcant primarily as part of the unaque ropewalk \
complex and because it represents an :ntermediate stage In the technlcal
'1mprovements to powering the Splﬂhtﬂg maahinery. 5

A frame busldlng was constructed on thrs S|te ‘in 1837 38 and faced the :
head house of the. ropewalk, it had two of the three steam engines at the
yard at that date (the third was at dry dock 1). 1n 185k an associated
~coal shed was razed along w1th this frame bo&ler bu’ldong.j The present
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'f,»c’”e,coal house/bouler house, bur!ding 79, was completed here in 1857 lt was

© -~ bullt of brick after designs by Billings. By 1880 the boilers in building
79 were outdated, so the building was converted to a wire-rope shop;

: buuldtng 96 was' constructed ‘to house the new bo;ler p}ant for the ropewalk
" The old Treadwell machinery was replaced by Walton Company machrnery,. ‘

which was replaced by equipment that served until 1970. Also in the -

. 1880s, a stone-and-wood coal storage, building 78, was constructed to the

©north, but it was demollshed durlng WOrld War Il to make way For gate 5

f}?pedestr!an turnstyles.pp | R e : u

Buiidlng 96, the Forkl:ft repalr 5hop--the most recent bo:ler heuse for the
" ropewalk, built in the late 1870s. lt is constructed of brtck, is one story,
and totals 5 h30 square feet, ; : S

;fThls structure is: sngn:frcant as part of the ropewalk comp]ex and as the last
-Voperatxng power statton for that complex (see burld:ng 79) ur :

1t was begun in the Iate 18703 as a bo:ler house to repTace build:ng 79
- was en1arged to the east in the 1890s, at which time the chrmney also was <
‘relocated, Durlng the 119205 an electrical substatnon was located to the south
of building 96 (removed in the mid- -1930s). Building 207 was constructed
“against the south wall of bullding 96 in the 19305 by the WPA lts_use waﬁ'to
"house dlsaster contro? equipment. , ‘, S
BU|Td|ng 103, the sheet meta! shops--desngned by the navy and bullt 4n 1903 04 f»f
xThrs is a two—story,‘brnck bu:ldtng of 63 424 square feet. : sl

Bunld:ng 103 is: sngntflcant as a maJor shop or/ work area in whnch sheet metal
fabr:cat:on and assemb]y took p?ace for shfpbu;ldxng at thns yard o

‘~lt was - bul!t in 1903 Oh as an electrnc supply and chain and anchor storage a5
house.  During World War |, the southeast corner ell was removed t6 make room
~for enlargcng shrpway 1 and for lntroduczng four stationary hammerhead cranes
‘and surrounding railroad tracks along the way. The function of building 103‘f
~ had ‘changed to a sheet metal shop by World War 11. This structure served as
the principal shop for fabrlcating the hulls of shaps bUI]t in shlpway oo

Bunldrng 10#, ‘the pattern shop and mo]d 10ft-~desngned by Billings and built in
- 1903-0h. 1t is brick and contarns 145 848 square feet of usable space in its
- three storses.;‘ Sl - , : :

s Bunld:ng 10L is SIgn|f|cant to the andustrsal functionang of- the navy yard
Here the molds: requxred for castlng all meta] parts of ships not otherw:se
suppl:ed to the yard were. cataloged and kept ready for recastang at the
yard's several foundrzes.; e :
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',BUIlt in 1903 oh as a mo!d loft and pattern shop, it was parallek‘ 1
long as, burldnng 103. A WPA project added a small shed ‘to the no theast in
the 1830s. However, in World War I'l, when shlpway 2 was ‘rebuilt, ‘the south
two thirds of busidsng 104 was demoilshed., ‘At this time the: extension to the
northeast was_ bU|1t to maintain the bulk and square footage of ‘building 10&
~ which became a structural steel shop in addltton to a mold storage Ioft.,
;‘"rPlatforms were constructed east of building 104 dur:ng World War |1 and,
}a]ong with. the areas to the south “were used for storage of steel plate

Build:ng 105, the chaln forge and roundhouse--a two-story~,orge shop with an
o._;;rattached locomotive and crane house, built in 1904-05. lt |s brick veneer on
:iV,stee} frame and totals 60, 937 square Feet of usab]e space -

;~Bunld|ng 105 is srgn|f|cant because It houses a monumenta} assemblage of e
machinery and forges ‘that served: the navy s shlpbulldnng efforts for 70
. years. -As we]l as’ betng the site of technical developments, the burldtng
;;contalns many rare and unnque foundry machlnes, Severa] of whtch were prototy;

1t was bu&it in: 1904-@5 &s a forge thh the western portton servnng as an
. electrical power substation. In: 1926 dte-iock chain was developed here by
AL TME Leahy -and Charles G. Lutts and was put |ntorproductxon,, Whlle the
. chain was itself a signrfroant invention and was |mportant to the navy, it
“also represented the vital role this bu;ldlng played in innovative design and
-production for. ‘the modern navy and for Foundry technology Severa1 shed
additions were constructed on the north in an area used for. steel storage.
The power. substatton function was phased out. as. butldlng 108 (butlt 190h 20),
" became a central power source. -The south end, ‘the locomotive roundhouse
~ portion, was remodeled and a new'lnterlor buu!t by WPA workers. An additlon
- to the north was also done by WPA. :

/ Buuldlng 106 the boller shop and dre—sunker shops--part of the maJor constructlon
that began in 1903, when this steel-frame and brick- veneer structure was
“erected and completed (78, 68h square feet). ‘ :

: Busldlng 106 is sngnnfucant prlmarily as a major fabrtcatcon and abepmbly
shop.. : o e : : IR

Bunlt in 1903 ®# s a borler shop and d!e-SInker s shop, the bunld:ng
housed a copper working shop durrng World War 1l. A steel storage yard was
~located between buildings 106 and 75. This area was roofed in World. War 11,
 but that steel-frame cover was . removed shortly after the war. In the 19505
an. extension to the south wes made o :
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Bulldlng 107, ‘the publtc works maintenance shop**bu4]t between. 1903 04 Thts
two-story brtck bunldlng contains 65 911 square Feet of usable space.

L ,The history and sxgnlflcance of thts bunldlng relates prlmarlly to the ,e;-f
S malntenance of the shrpyard ltself. o f S

*,f'Bu1lt at’ the same time as the connected bulld;ng, bulldlng 108 (1903 04),u,
it was: constructed ‘on the site of an earlier barn and sheds. It was built to’
- _house" OfflCeS and shops for the Bureau of Yards and Docks, which superv;Sed
-~ yard manntenence This. malntenance “function: stayed here until World War 11,
when ‘it was moved to. bunld;ng 200. “(in” the second decade ‘of the 20th century
.. the bureau was renamed the Bureau. of Public Works. ) Durtng World War |, the
_northern’ ‘elevation received several metal storage’ sheds, which lncluded the :
’";bulld;ng trades shop, a battery charglng statlon, and a prlnttng offlce. Sl

BUI]dlng 108, the power plant--an electrlc power plant constructed in 1903 Qk. ,
This brick and concrete structure was subject to contlnual technical. modrfl- -
: catlon and. enlargement and now: totais L6, 667 square Feet.;riu,,y, ~

;Bunidxng ]08 is sxgntflcant as the centrallzed steam electr1c1ty, and
’compressed air plant for the shlpyard S

Durnng erld War l, addrtlons were made to the north sude of the bulldlng to -
“accommodate techno]oglca ~innovations.. The building operated with its
“original brick chimney until World War |, when another was built to the £y
southwest. During World War 11, when bu|1d|ng 117 (built 1903-04) was incor-
porated to the north of buildrng 108, the chimney built during World War 1|
 was demolished. Bulldxng 108 was again enlarged in the 1930s. Anotherff"
~chimney, water tank and ash silo were added’ durnng Wor1d War fl In the
; 19505,‘a coollng tower ‘was the last addltton tor bu1]d|ng 108 ‘

k Bunldlng 109, the palot house or waterfront operatlens bullding—-located at: the
_end of pier 1 and built ‘in the 1930s; added on to until 19#4 1t is a -
: concrete and Frame structure oF 6, 668 Squere feet ‘ 1k L

"Thls bulldlng is s;gnlflcant to - naval and technologlcal hlstory of the site
because from the penthouse a waterfront manager controlled and dtrected
~movement of shlps about the nevy yard ' : L j

A coa1|ng station had been bu|1t in 190“«06 on: the site of earller coal:ng
“stations aTong pier 1. This 1906 structure “of frame and metal was razed by
WPA workers in the 19305 when the area was given over to a plate, chain, and
anchor storage yardti ‘Building 109 was built by the WPA as a waterfront

offlce, and there were severa1 smell addltrons during WQrId War ll “Also
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lacated here was a small emergensy generater hous: ,7 A porteble too) house, cf
a type once common (constructed from World War I'through World War Il) and :
': now almost a?l Iost, rests: adJacent to the bunldlng : ,

Bulldnng 110 the Iead room or shop 72--des;gn attrlbuted to Bll1|ngs and - bun]t
in 1907 It IS a one—story brick structure of only 282 square feet :

Although tt may’ have been constructed for: anether purpose, this . bulldlng
‘housed lead and lead wool essential to the weighting and balanc:ng of
‘ submar:nes that were ccnstructed and. refltted nearby.gf - :

Buu]dlng 114 the woedwerking and boat shop*-a three—story brlck buuldlng buult
“in 190h that contalns 79, 943 square feet. G ; SR

: Bulldlng 114 is stgn|f|cant fo- the productlon of small boats, Ilfeboats, and f
“mine sweepers. as we11 as a great dea] ‘of shlps ragglng that ccnttnued to be :
made of wood‘ : Ll , ,

~The bu11d|ng was bunlt in 190h on the slte of the mast shep and the Spar and :
mast shed, both of which were frame buildings designed by Parris and built :
~in 1820.  The building included sawnmill, boat shop, and spar mill functnonsn

' 'whlch conttnued through WOrld War e unttl the yard was closed R et

Bulldlng 120 the dlspensary and dental cl:nrc—-bullt ln/1905‘, The two-story i
brack structure, efter several addltlons, now" contalns 25 686 square feet.

Buildlng 120 is s:gnuflcant to soelal hlstory in that it lllustrates an‘]
. Tncreasing governmental concern for ‘the welfare of the’ naval and civilian
~workers. Just as hearing loss was ‘a major hazard for civilian factory workers
_for which the. government felt itself respansnble, dental care was a. maJor'
~ need among sazlors for wh:ch the navy yard took responSIbnllty. ‘

- The structure was bu1]t in 1905, and two wnngs were added on the east and
‘west sides of the north face of the building by the WPA. During World War EE
the northern wing was expanded, and the buildnng was almost doubled in size
by a south w1ng.~;|n ‘the 19505 another addition was tacked on to the prevrousl
- extended rear wings. The ‘additions served to/prov1de med:cal care for the :

expandlng number of yard workers.,~ : i i :

BUIldlng 123, the pumphouse or pump well house~~a round one-story, brick
‘building bullt in 1903. It covers 1 ,585 square feet and contains a well
connected to tunnels for draining dry docks 1 and 2 and- an electrlcal
substation added in WOr1d War e - ~ :
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i e dry}Z cemplex wh}ch 1tse1f |51 ~”V
i e gran[te con,tructlen, and lts7

S BUIIdlng 123 is ssgnnflcant as par
~ significant for technlca} advaﬂcemer
'una!tered condltlon : e

g

;'The bunldlng IS patterned after a 3|m11ar one at the navy yard TnxPertsmouth:,

ZfNew Hampshire. - It has a tunnel to dry dock 1'that passed under ¢ k-

- In 1905 the pumps in building 22 that ‘had serVed dry dock 1 were"abandened
‘”,ffor new electri ntrlfugal pumps in |ts pump well A power statian was

V*added to the bU1_ding in World War ll : : : Lt :

Bu:ldnng 125, the parnt shop*-built 1n 1905 : This;twefstdfy;brickfahd,cencrete'
Cal §structure totals 10,186 square feet LR L e

" Here the navy<made the pasnts vital both in censtruct;en and ref;ttlng, .
"~‘used in: all phases of naval proéuctlon.'rd*‘,l~f : . o

’ff'Buult in 1905, thlS shop has been altered enly by small additlons ln -
- World War 1 a small ‘addition was made to the north elevation. F!oodllght
';towers were erected to the north and south‘q“ this building: in the 1950s.
_~lt IS now used<by the Natlonal Park: Servace For curatorla] sterage. : :

Bul]dtng 131 fiammable mater;
storage and acid st rage
~buc}d|ng has a total of‘

”;stg»ege bulldlng, also called an oil barrel
ilding: i1t by 1910. This three—story brlck
k_363 square feet of usable spaCe :

‘:Th:s structure has some signlflcance technolcgtgally because of lts speetflc ~
functlon. L , : , ,

Bt Thts three-story structure was bullt before 1910 ina remote portlon of i
~the yard on: landfill that had been the old northern wet basin. The ‘area ;-7;@
‘;;contlnued to be used as a dump, and in World War | the butldlng ‘was enlarged }
- to the north and sauth.: During the WPA, it was. enlarged to the east .and
west. During World War I, a wing to the north doubled its size, and an ,*_'
“oil barrel storage yard was establrshed to the seuth and acnd storage to i
the north.‘ ST , L

lurldlng 136 the admlnsstratlon bulldlng for the Marlne Cerps detachment (now S
* ‘the National Park Service offlces)--a three-story brick butld:ng burlt in .
1909 and 1936, with 12 ,000 square feet of usable space It borders the Vil
(marlne parade ground : ; :

“‘It is signlfrcant to the. Marine Corps and the h:story of the navy yard as Ghs
adm:ntstratlve off:ces ' e Rt
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~ Built in 1907 as the adminlstratlen bunlding ffr;the_Marnne detachment ,
: stat:oned for protectlon ‘at the navy yard since 1800, it was doubled in size,
with an addition to the south in 1936 by the WPA. The’ ddttlon copied the
‘architectural detail but in a concrete frame instead of wood frame structure.
1t now serves ‘as the Nattonal Park Serv1ce headquarters er the Chariestown

Navy Yard i G , : - Fo

Bulldnng 143, the chapel-—bullt as-a storehouse and converted after several years
to a chape] in 1917 lt-is a one—story structure of stone brlck and stucco,
i ?‘totallng 1 096 square feet. 5 : s ~

7fl‘?Re1igteus servlces were always avar}able to shlp crews and navy personnel at
~ the yard, but always in makeshtft quarters because construction of a specnal
‘bu11d|ng would infrtnge on the separatlon of church and government Sl >

i The flrst chapel at the yard was located in a converted steam box bulldrng,
';bulldlng 23, south of bunldtng 22 (Prlor to this, the chapel was in the
" _navy Store, building 5. In 1966 ‘crane- tracks obllterateé the site of bU|ld|nc
23, and the building was ‘moved east of burldnng 2L, Bulldtng 23 was demolishe
~in World War . ) Both Cathollc and Protestant serv:ces were held ln busld?nc
, 143 ' « : : N , i ;

Bu:ldlng 1#9, the supply warehouse and ganeral sterehouse--design (1917) attrsbutec
. to Albert Kahn, or at least built in'the style of that Detroit architect ln
1919, with an unornamented, reinforced concrete Frame expressed with brick
infill panels and steel sash. It is ten stories tall W|th a central llght
: well and has 692, 533 square feet of warehouse space.'

Built @n the Parrls 1827 grtd, thlS bulldtng |ntroduced a new scale to the’
yard. The bulldlng is little changed and tliustrates an early and’ lnnovatave
vuse of reinforced cencrete. e : : :

. The warahouse was bunlt on the site Qf ttmbar houses 63 and 64 A two—level
~pedestrian bridge to building 199 was bulit over 13th Street when’ bunldlng
199 was constructed during WOrId War (N A;vertrcal stalrktower was added.
‘shortly after WOrld War Il e ' e

Bulldlng 150 the power plant and: yard garage—~bu|1t in Werd War 1. Itnis.a' ,:f'
two-story brick structure of lk AQS square Feet. , S

7Generally srgnlflcant as an. auxnlrary power p%ant durlng WOr]d War
It, the construction of the building denoted the end of the horse era and a
total rel|ance on automottve machlnery at the navy yard
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”*]of a cart shed (bu:ldtng 55);faahorse barn‘(bu
' (butldlng 54). (Buildings 54 and 55 were demolishe
56 in 1908.  the 1920s the Edison Auleaary S
[f,~between bulldlngs 150 and 38, cennectrng.the twWo ings
«,\pedestrlan way: connected the additions to bul}dtng 37 over SecondxAvenue e
The: whole of bUtldnng 150 served as an aux:luary pawer plant durlng Werd War\
ML : : B DR ; T i G ; Sl

'1 3 601 square:,eet‘

7:<S¢tuated in a remote sectnon of the»yard bacause of the explosxves it
”‘contalned‘ thIS storage and generat’ng facnl:ty supplled all weldtngveperatlan

VFWOr}d war.l.u ln the 19305 cxyge;7and acetylene storage tanks were céﬁstruc -
A WPA pchect rebuxlt bulldyng 165 as a. structure Wlth two wsngs (165A and e
;1653) : SE s T , : 5 : o o

' Bulldlng 196, the test plant--byllt in 1936 Th's s a Qne-story brick buxldrngﬁff
: ,iof 13 12# square feet that served as - a test plant for overhauled machfnery :

: »iWPA work in the 19305 bu&lt thts testlng shop 4During WOrld War Il a one-7
"«xﬁstory addntion wWas bualt on ‘the south (in the 195 s*thts addtt:on was
' des;gnated bu;1dang 227 and housed a/flre pumphouse) '

Bulld:ng 197, the electrrcai shaps«*a seven-story cencrete and brlck bulldung
~in the International style, built in 1941-42 and containing 198,338 square
- feet of offices and electrical shops.v This actually was the Bureau of Steam
' Engtneerlng burldlng where the navy handied electrlcal deSIQn and productton.

;BU|Id|ng 197 is sngn:flcant to the h:story of American technclogy because
- here much of the technical evolution of electrlcal engineering to electron;cs;
took place under the encouragement of the navy.w MaJor -advances in- communlca-'
tlons, guided mnss;ie technﬂlogy, and senar were made here.r~  O -

-,'Bunlt in 19#1 42 as shaps and offices for the Bureau of Steam Engxneerang,'it‘
recelved a stalr tower on the southwest elevatlen ln the 19503.' ;

Burtd:ng 198 ‘8 warehouse—*butlt in 19#? as admlristrative and general storage.'y
: It is a three-story wood frame structure wrthiéﬁ 225 square feet of usable .
space ‘ , ; , o . : .
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rThe bunldlng is. signsficant to secua] and naval mstery as part oF the

-~ continual bullding at the yard ‘and as a “semlpermanent” structure dating
from World War.I1. ~The first floor was used for storage; second, offices;.
thtrd barracks. The fxrst navy Waves barracks were on. the thlrd f1oor

Bunlt in 19h1 thns frame warehouse had two barracks structures added on the ’
‘roof in 1945 that were used by the navy Waves as thelr first barracks.- !n
the ‘late 1940s and 1950s, the barracks were used by the U.S. Navy band.
““An eye clznlc was located in the east section of the first floor, and the c
: "post office in the west sectlon.k The second floor: was used as an electronics
~fj,scheol after the war and a gymnasaum was. tnstalled in part of the flrst
floor.a,n» 3 e : . : ~ :

Buxldrng 199, the warehouse and assembly buildlng or general warehouse (sncludes
- a cold storage area)--built in 1941-42. 1t is a nine-story concrete frame
- and brtck bulldtng wrth 55“ 95h square Feet of. usable space.

"'fBuult 23 years after bu11d|ng 194 this,burlding,is,ofislmllar~3caleaand,'”fi
structural concept. S '," lfjj“ , 'f el e

c lt ‘was bullt durlng WOrld War 1l on the site of bul?drngs 76 and 775 the mer

loft and timber sterage buildings. As a major materials. storage ‘depot, L
i railroad tracks ran through this bunldtng to serve the rest. of the yard It

,,ts connected by a pedestrlan brldge to buildings: 1&9 and 62 Lo

. Buildtng 200 the securlty offuce--bun]t in 1942 and adJacent to, but not touch:ng,
. bunlding 32, 1t is a three—stery brlck bU|idung wnth 27 532 square feet of
usable oFf:ce Space. ' , - , : ;

]Although butit as the securlty offlce in 1942, this structure most recently
~housed the police and fire securrty offices and station for the yard. It
also housed the Bureau of Yards and Docks (Bureau of - Publtc wgrks) when that :
-;bureau was moved from bu;leng 1G7 c

Bunldung 203, the |nClnerator and sand blasting fac:Iaty—-bu;lt in. 19&2 and
- consisting of a small brick buuldung, two adjacent chimneys, a truck ramp to .
load the fire box, and an all-metal bui1d|ng. The buuld:ng is one story ta]]
and has 7, 877 Square feet of total usable space.

Bulldlng 20# the garage or motor pool--a three-stery buuldrng built pruvate]y
in 1927 and purchased and modifled by the navy in. 1942 (38 831 square feet)
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Th(s buuldnng was bought during the helght of the WQrId War Ii constructlonu
~and manutactur;ng actuv:ttes.; 1t contanued ‘to be used by the navy, whuch
p?aced the offlces of rndustrlal management here in the 19605. e

tH'BUllding 207, the dlsaster contr01 equrpment storage bucidlng—-a one-story brsck
e bulldang burlt in 1942 and contaunnng 2, 569 square feet (see building 96)

~Bu:ld1ng 220 the underground oil storage tank (a]so called a water storage tank
o for war-time security’ reasons)—-constructed of concrete in 19#3 w:th a 2
o mlll|on gallon capacity ‘ T , ;

ThlS tank fed’ the power plant burlding 108 by an 8-rnch pipe under Second o
and Thtrd avenues and was fllled frem a tanker dock and pumphouse on: pner T*

kgBu:ldlngs 221 and 223, underground water storage tanks--concrete structures bul?t
in 1942, one ‘under the marxne parade and one- under the tenn:s courts, ‘~j-';n
: bunldlng 237 T : : o

Bu:ldtng 222 an underground water storage tank (called ‘a reservoir and a cistern)-
in use snnce beFore 1870, serv;ng the bonlers of the ropewalk comp]ex

Buildings 234 and 235, the truck scales (part of bulldnng 19) ~=built in 1957.
‘These scales were as. ‘important to the management of the yard as. the railroad
: scales had been a few decedes earlier. : ~ s

Buxlding 236 the tennls and basketball courts--bu|1t in the 19&05 when bu:ldtng
o 198 was: constructed over previous courts.. The -area on which they were built
had been grassed since World War |, when it had been a lumber yard. From the
1830s to the 1880s this area had been a gun park and a shot park was -
yummediately to the east.

’v~Bu11d;ng 237, the tennls courts between quarters P and L——constructed in the :
19&05 over a water storage tank bu;lt in 1942 (see bullding 223)

Bu:]dings 238 to 240 2&6 to 255, light towers-~thirteen structures erected
during WOrld War 11. These banks of incandescent and mercury vapor lights
illuminated the piers and shlpways for around-the-clock construction. There 5
‘were also many portable banks of lights that ‘together used so much power to.
“light a vast area that they reportedly took the chll] off the ‘night.

vBul]dlng 2#2 the flag poie-—erected dur:ng WQr!d War lI. A Flag;po}ejhaS'been
in thss locatlon SInce the 18305. e , . ﬂ -
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’espectuve!y—-buvlt before j

h‘Bus]d:ngs 243 and 244, ‘the gatehouses at gates SJhné“'
' contro! the pedestr an traf

wgrld War I! tc prima

‘ffBuildlng 2#5, a garage (called ground equ1pment storage,buf
as a temporary‘bulldnng.‘ It :s a cne—story wood Frame

Budelng 258 a pollce shelter at the foot of p:er 1-~bUtIt rn 1958 prrmaruly tok
serve vcsitors to the U S S Constitut:on i R :

7'BUI1drng 259, a sand hopper west of dry dack 1-—bu:1t in the msd-19505., It
prev:ded sand for safety o"*cy piers and streets ln the wanter.

T Buuld;ng 261, the‘salut:ng battery at the end of pler 1—-buf1t in the 19&0s. vt~ﬁ
.~ is a concrete platform that until 1974 had guns mounted to be used for
. courtesy. and ceremon:al f;rnng.~ The previous salut?ng battery had been at
' the foot of pler 5 (See pier 5 and bur]dlng 47 )

'BUI]dfhg 262, tracks for a br:dge crane over the steel yards south of bu;idtng i
' 104—-constructed as a WPA prOJect tn the 19305.‘ [,~>.

"'BUfldtng 263, the pvck1|ng tanks south of but!dcng 10&--a WPA preject Qf the ;$f7
o 1930s. Pickling is the term genera?ly used for cleaning metal parts w:th
acnds or alka1|nes.,~ _ : o : Sel :

'Buvldtng 26h a coolxng tower-—erected in the 19505.\ Thns is the last maJor e
o addition to the power p!ant camplex, bulidrng 108 : S

Buildrng'265, see quarters B C D E and F
g:Buiidihg 266 see quarters L M N and 0
‘ Bua1dnng 267, gatehouse-~constructed on 1959 to replace buridvng 97, the main

~gatehouse at gate 1 The prevzous gate had been bullt |n 1901 ln a Beaux i
Arts style.k, = : : : e ; L Sl

i Bunlding 268, ash silo—-served the power plant bu:!dlng 1@8 Sthucturéhbuiit;h«;,
: B |n Werd War l. ; ; - : : TN

VBU|1d|ng 269, a flve-bay garage east of buiiding 20h~-constructed ‘in 19#1
‘ isa bruck buuidlng of 1 h07 square feet.«;- - , ;

Bun]dnngs 178 193, 187, 210 217, and 218 wood scrap and metal scrap storehouses-
the flrst three built Jn 1918 and the last three during WOrld War - II.;,They
each relate to an area of\weod or steel fabrlcatlon.;'  LT
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, ‘Bu:ldtngs 191- 191A 227, 229, ‘and 32 sa‘ ter pump ouses and assecsated
: _intake and screen houses--locat d at the base of the piers to extinguish
either ship fures, pier fires, or factory fires |n,the area. They served
respectrvely, piers 8 and 9, wharf 11 and plers 6 #; and 7 ;

r{Bulldsngs 124 127, and4206, publlc tenlets (cnv11|an workers “men’ only)-~separate

L _brick busldlngs ocated over water, Bu:]ding 127 had- the d!StlnCtIQﬂ of also
being the incinerator for class1f;ed matertals and documents wnth assocnated :
to:lets For dasposa] ef ashes £ . 3 :

; 275, and 278 electrlcal substatlcns (partlal lfstnng)
“ther bu;ldf gs or in attached sheds. They

€ ,requnred ‘because the navy
and voTtage than most industrla1 machines

: Buildtngs 192 192A 22#
- Many: ethers are lo ated withi
"*. date from World Wa :
produced ‘power of diffe ent watt],ﬂ

ﬂ were des:gned to use.\,,;w;- o

"etBunldlngs 270 and 276 des;gnations for memorlal piaques.\ The flrst is in. Front
of quarters G and was erected along First Avenue in the 19505 the second
labeis the U S 5. Constftutlen from a vantage~p01nt on pier :

}‘Buildxngs 211B 2153 and C 226 228 230 and 233, :ndustrual servnces bu;ldtngs--
g erected on piers 5, 10, 11, 6, h and 7, respectlvely.' They were geﬁeralhﬁ
onstructed in the late 19505 to replaca temporary or portable buildings in:
-the same location since World War ti. Their function was to house the offlce
of.a superlntendent of constructien ongo:ng at that pler and tools, suppltes,
: and plans necessary for that work L ; : _

Bry- Docks 4'J

' "eDry dock 1 is a structure of exceptzonel signaf:cance to the history of Amerrcan :
N 3 technelogy and to the navy because of nts early date and centinued use at thef
"fnavy yard : T e : : S :

,]Begun in 1827 and completed in 1833 dry dock 1 was des;gned by Laomml Balw:n‘
(1780-1838, the father of American Civil Engineering Soc1ety) It was one of
the two first dry docks built by the federal government. The Charlestown L
‘Navy Yard dry dock and its s:ster at the Norfolk Navy Yard in Virginia were .
. the most costly federa11y funded improvements to date. The first vessel
- docked here was the U.S.S. Constitution, and the U.S.S. Independence was
converted here from a. Shlp ‘of the line 1nte a rezee (a ‘wooden sailing Sh!p
 cut down to increase its speed and refitted to. crease its armements). in
1851 the dry dock was fenced, followl veral fatal accidents. In 1857-58
it was extended 65 feet tnlend ‘to accommodate the longer, new, screw-power
steam vessels.g tn 1901 02 a . new metal caisson was: bui!t and snsta?}ed.
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In 1947-&8 ‘the dry dock was Further extended a few feet ,outh and the approach
. altered to accommodate. the sonar domes beang attached to Shlp hul?s.k (See
- also bultdang 22 ) » v o

Dry dock 2 was bu:lt on the S|te of tlmber dock 91 (a wet dock) and is srgn|f|cant
: to the history of American technology and the. navy. because of the techn|ca1
‘advances it represented when bUJ]t, nts contlnued service to “the yard and
its unaltered condition.a:~ § 0 o " L o ‘
: Construction began RY:3 1898 by O'Brten and Sheehan and was completed in-1905.
: kit is largely unaltered since it was designed to handle the largest battle-
- .. ships being built at that time, and the United States,’ emergnng as a world
- power, was then building its modern navy.  This naval expansion is expressive
“of, and thus coincides with, the acqunsntion of Puerto Rico and the Phil|ppfne
‘Dry dock 2 was normally used for refatting, but during World War 11 it was
- used as a building facility where as many as four destroyers could be bun]t
, at one time. This was also true of dry- docks 3 and 4 at the South. Boston '
: Navy Yard and dry dock 5 at the east end of: Charlestown Navy Yard., Sl
Dry dock 5 is 1ocated at the northeast end of the yard It was bu:It of steel
~short. pf!es during WOrld War 1. 1t ‘had a ‘gate type cafsson that sank lnto a
well when F]ooded and floated lnto place when pumped dry T T

: Shlpways L

Shipway 1 was a sute of continuous shlpbuilding since before the federal
government bought the Charlestown property until the: navy yard stopped
constructing ships in 1956. It is, therefore, the single most significant
shlpbulldung site in America and has an.association with famous sh:ps that
made’ their hlstory at abstract srtes on the open sea. , «

~ Shnpway 1 is the site of sh:phouse H, the navy yard's thlrd covered way, -
- which was built in 1823-24 for the construct:on of the U.S.$. Cumberland
- (1aunched 1842). The shiphouse was enlarged in 1855-56 for the building of
the U.S.S. Merrtmack launched ‘in June 1855 (the Merrimack, renamed the :
" Virginia, sank the’ Cumberlandeln March: 1862) The U.S.5. Hartford was 1aunche
~from this way in November 1858 (Admlral D, G. Farragut s flagsh?p and. the
“. navy's .most dlStlthlShed warship). The shlphouse was again enlarged at" its
north elevation (by a small shed to accommodate the bow of the shlps) for the
construction of the monitor, U.S.S. Oregon., Relabeled shlphouse 68 in the
late 1870s--this shiphouse was torn down in 190& 05, the sh;pway and its
, approach however,‘rematn. ' S ; S

The on]y shtp bunlt at Boston for the wor]d War I effort was built here a,'p
fuel ship or tanker. At this ttme the shipway was modernized and four
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1 Hammerh@ad cranes»t% ti ;
cia their day and ushered In a nﬁw Sca1e-o

e we : chnical advances -
Tron“shfp construction i

S  In the 19365 the bu:ldlng of destreyers and destroyer escorts was begun at
“__;thls shlpway The werk contxnued through Warld War II : : :

aThe more saphlst”" ted LST and destreyers deVelapad by the navy‘were con- 4*77
' : iﬂtensive use of thss site continued through world War ll

Shlpway 2 was afso the stte cf a shsphnuse bUIlt ln 1822 23, the secend shiphcuse?r
at the yard and bur”t,fbr the eanstructlon ‘of the U.S.S. Vtrganla “In 182F

. : : | al broken up unlaunched in

ctive. The sh;phouse,
ot < 1 / Z¢ o | ,a,The |nclnned way;;- ¢
f'was ratalned in the f92®s thls area became a steei storage yard

‘,In WOrld War ll, shrpway 2 was relnstated and relocated a short way éast of
“the old" shiphouse, and on the site of part of bu41d1ng 104, which was partlall
ffdemollshed at this time. SIX hammerhead cranes served this area. Shipway 2
1iwas used to bulld destrcyer esccrts during most of World War II

Plers

Pier 1 was deVBloped as;a?plle~wharf and tlmber dack whlch was’ the locat:on of
‘the yard's first covered way or shtphouse in 1813 It was built for construC*
‘tion of the U.S.S. ‘Independence, 1814, the first ship of ‘the line built by L

,;the u.s. Navy b 2 hg,shipheuse as rebuilt, and the keel of the U.S.S.
Vermont was laid. In 1828 the shiphouse was redesignated shiphouse G.‘ The ,
- piTe wharf’ was en1arged and then became referre to as ‘a sheer wharf
: ,1848 the U S, S Verment was: 1aunched and shrphduse 6 was. demollshed

' ',In 1862 the Okemaﬂ preperty, 4nc1ud1ng ann1 s Whar\ outsrde of gate 1. was
bought by the navy and granite bulkheads were’ ‘built in the area with grantte
~from Gloucestef ‘Massachusetts. (Archltecturai bu:ldlng"quatlty granite at
- the navy yard ‘came from Qu:ncy, Massachusetts ) By thei13705 a: 1aunch|ng
f,sllp and ceal:ng sheds had been bun]t here.;

 Sh|phouse 72 was*buslt on pler 1 nn 1875, but no shlp was censtructed there,~
it was demollshed in 189# WQrk on the bulkheads of pler 1 as’ they are today,
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~ began in 1901 By 1905 work had largely been compteted, and a new coallng e

“e'station had been bunlt._f;

Durtng World War | one of two experimental warelese eommunicattons masts was

~buflt on pier 1 and proved successful (one was west of dry dock 1 and the

‘other was in the commandant's yard). Here the first shlp-te-shore communlca?‘
tioh was received ‘and an answer- trensmltted A diesel fueling station along

‘h'hpler 1 for the new d:esel shaps was constructed for WOrld War II. \~v

‘e77fAt the end of pler 1. is a hookup to the oil tanks south of quarters Q, which
~ hold over 2 mvllnon gallons ef oul to serve the pewer plant bulldtng 108

Pier 2.

2 was begun with the construetton of dry dock 2. The ortgunal pler 2 ‘was

'.incorporated 1nto pier 1, and the present pier 2 des&gnat|on dates from

renumbering done in 1874. Orlgtnally called the ''pile wharf,' ‘this pier was

~enlarged by partial fllllng of a timber dock in 1854, It was ‘then called the

“angle wharf' because of its irregular shape. In the 1860s a large number ef
bollards were installed to assist mooring of ships entering dry- dock 1.

o Sh|ps were also readied (stripped) here before dry dock work, and rarlroadré'
_cars on the newly laid trackage carried off heavy machinery for overhaul. -
With the construction of dry dock 2 in 1898, the coffer dams ‘used for that}*“

work establnshed the present shape of piers 2 and 3. By 1902-05 that work

Pier

had been comp]eted and the extended pter 2 took on. tts present appearance.;

3, built in connectlon w1th dry dock 2 in 1903 05, has remalned unchanged
except for the configuration of tracks for cranes and tralns. It is a wood .

“ekfpile pler now in deter:orated cendutnon.

ePier

L, built in connect:on w:th dry deck 2 in 1903 05, was extended into the L

-Charles River channel in the summer of 1948, thereby doubling its length. ~At;
‘this time the “commlssioner s Inne” or water boundary of the navy yard was e

'dchanged to the present lxne.f:#

Pier

5 was’ begun as part of the WOrld War l effort.~ Late in the 19&05 the pier
‘was rebuilt and doubled in width. Two cranes could then do heavy work

s:multaneously on ships moored to each side of this pxer.¢ Redessgnatton of

"‘plers northeast of pier 3 was done in 1948 ‘when' this pter, until now called -

puer hA was: redeSlgnated pler 5

, 6 was bu[lt dursng WOrId War 1. Raslroad tracks were added n:the 19205. e
- “This had been pier 5 and was redes:gnated pier 6 Iﬂ 1948 ln‘the 19505 crane“

: tracks ‘replaced the rallroad tracks.

-7 was bu:lt in 1903*05 (wnthout ratlroad tracks) Or:glnal1y ca]led paer -

'6, it was rebu:lt extended and redesignated as pier 7 by 19&8 In the
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19565 the pxer was made double wndth and twe sets of crane tracks were
kanstalled A o : ,

Pier 8 was bu:lt in the area of shiphouses H- and 1 (later ca!led shtpways 1. and’
© . 2). This and pier 9 were called sheer wharfs until the 1880s, when with somej
‘alteration they were renamed piers 4, 5, and 6 (later redesignated. piers 7,
8, and 9). From 1904 to 1907, the present conflguratton of piers was -
"esmabilshed which combined piers 4 and 5 into a single pler. ‘When the-
: “commiss:oner s line' was extended: durtng World War I, -pler 9 was extended
~into the channel to meet it. Pier 7 was removed to make way for shipway 2.
expansron and realxgnment., Durlng WOrld war 1, both the present piers 8 “and
9 were extended., o -

Piéf 9 is dlscussed under pler 8
~ Pier 10 was buslt during WOr1d War 1 as a narrow dock. ‘During the 1930s it was
widened. With the construction of dry dack 5 durzng WOrld War !I, this ptEF w
; assumed uts present cenf:guration. S :
,Pfefk11,kalso cal]ed wherf 11, was bUI]t during WOrId War Lt as a stag:ng and &
© " readying’ statnon. It was reburlt in the 1950s so alrcraft carrlers cou}d ke :
'~berthed at which tlme crane tracks were added.“' o R LR B

;"The Marlne«Rallway

The marine raulway was buxit atong pier 2 and had ItS assoc:ated hau%tng engines
 located in building 24, It was designed by James L. Crandall in 1917 and was
. ‘operational by 1918, It had a 2,000-ton ship capacity, a cradle 363 feet long,
531 feet wide, and a way or. ramp fitted wvth rallroad tracks extendrng 652 feet
|nto the water. : , ;

It is Slgnlflcant as a ma;or survuvor of a wood-constructed marine raltway.

The marane rallway was invented in the. 18205 as a far more economtcal way of
'“gettnng ships to dry land for repeirs than dry docktng The first marine ra|1way -
was installed at Washlngton, D. C., Navy Yard. Boston's marine. ras]way was ¢ i
constructed as part of the World War | effort at the yard which consisted mostly. .
of refltting and repairing vessels. This railway could haul or raise out of the
water on a cradle a medium-sized World War 11 submarine, guppy class, of 306 feet,e
2 also S-boats and V boats. Some shfps were bullt on. thns cradle ‘in Werd War il

'T|mber Dock and Wet Dock S:tes

In 19th century shlpbucld:ng areas, tldal marshes were. enclosed by a wharf or -
’bulkhead in order to pond water called a wet dock or. timber deck Tidal gates
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kept seawater in these bas&ns sufficiently~ eep to

“brought for shtpbuildtng.- (These timbers eventua Iy

- taken from the ‘mud bottoms of these basins are perfe

- wet seasoned them slawly without allowing crackang or:rns

"*,removed from a ship being refatted or. repaired were aTso st redf
‘.Lprevent shrihkage.' Chianin : : g

}oatkttmbers, mestly oak
~sank, but buflding materials
le.) Keeping timbers

damage,f Tfmbersf~'“
‘_such S|tes to

'ﬁ‘As the navy yard grew and diversifled, specla1 bas;n docks were used for spars,
masts, ~and ccnstructzon t!mber'g(futtocks, rrbs, knees ‘beams posts deadwaod
and blocklng) i ol iy ; i

ji,These basxns always evolVed lnto madeiland (sped by the advent of the iron navy)
At s expected;that s d;trmber**and parts of ships dzsmantied during refittrng
- would be found, aleng‘wwthcwhatever fiT] matertal was: used |F a timber dock araa‘;
‘was excavated. j e e : it el n

: I'By 1823 there were t:mber docks ad;acent to the sute of shaphouse l on. the presaﬂtf
. pler 1 for the storage of yellow pine t;mberta They remaaned until 1832 A new ’
~ timber dock was built at the site of dry. doc[‘l ‘in 1827. The it s
(estimated date, 1802-03) was on the site of bui
this dock had been-enlarged by the construction of ' ha! _th
line of eelgrass at the edge of the tida flats. With the constructlon of buildh
42 in 1853-58, ‘the basin was: slightly filled on the north side. During the Civil.
‘War the basin was divided into four quadrants by causeways of frll., ‘With the
. construction of dry dock 2, the entire area was filled and was not excavated for
~ the dry dock. The open space was for storage yards and recreation (see bu:ldlng
- 195). By 1823 a new timber dock was constructed at the future srte of butldtngs
b2 and 103 By 1832 thls site had been part;ally f?lfed. e L

 Also called a new. tlmber deck was a bas:n constructed on the site of the present f
- buildings 104 and 106. This dock served a new mast house and spar shed and =~
continued to serve the carpentry shops and sawmill until bunldlng 114 was built on.
" this site during World War |, In the 1840s this wet dock was enlarged to include’
 the wetlands in the area of budeangs 131 and 193, and it was partially filled in_
during the Civil War. In 1908-10 half of this timber dock was filled, and the
remalnder was called the west timber dock or knee and timber dock. By World . War ;
thts area was completely f;lled and na more timber docks remaaned at the yard E

 Parks

A mt1|tary definltion of a park fs 3 plece to leave equipment, arrange supplies,yﬁéf
store equipment and'supplles. By 1830 a gun park ‘occupied the area between 3rd
and 4th streets and First and Second ‘avenues. A shot park was located on the snte[g
of building 198 and an anchor park on the site of~build:ng 32 (see bu:Tdrng 236 :
tennis courts) L - , S , e
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;’Durlng the Civil War,,the shot park was expanded? tnclude the snte of the anchor
park, and the anchor‘storage function was “moved o an area on pier 1 south of
‘ burldlng 5. By 1870 thi park was temporarlly dtscontlnued. During wOrld

is. encho"
- MWar 1, the pier 1 area was used for lumber 'storage, but after the war,,at was.
',grassed By 1950 thls area was completely blacktopped and used as a parking lot.

‘EBy the turn of the cen;ury, the eastern two thtrds of the shot park were belng
- used for tennls courts and bulldlng 236 and the remalnder oF the parks was turned
'_over to open space and recreatfon._ s : Do

. *‘Durang WOrld War l parks on both sudes of kth Street were used For tlmber storage,
‘j»but they were returned : grass after the war, and f;ve tennrs courts were buxlt',;
- to the northeast of hthh treet canv1930.e,. £ 2 i S

g'The Navy Yard Wall

‘DeStgned by Parr;s as hlS ftrst project for the U. S Navy, the navy yard wall waS'
built between 1824¢ nd 1826. Orlglnally it extended from the Chelsea Street o
~'Bridge to the main g e on Water Street. . Thé wall fo exedrae along the froatf
~drive to the commandant's house, where an iron fence with great double gates kept
‘ the line of Chelsea Street. Oraglnally, gates were at ‘the site of gate 1, the .
break in Front of the commandant's house, the commandant's stable, the stable at
: the rear of the marane barracks, and the lower offlcers' quarters at gate 5 -

_An iron fence replaced the stone one in the 18305 in front of the lower yard
fofflcers’ quarters when those buildings were altered to face Chelsea Street.,,l
: »1845 the wall was extended to the water. from gate 1 (see commentary on pler 1)

'7In 1853 the present 5lte of gatekk'was opened as an entrance for workers.

‘Durlng World War I, the eastern length of the wall was removed (that portlon
parallel to the - ropewalk, bUIldlng 58).,and~the base of that gran:te wall was used
L to set an: lron plcket fence into.  This: vided ‘much - more llght into the rope-
walk's first story (by this time all lntentlons to add a second story to that
bunld:ng accordlng to orlglnal plans had been abandoned) : -

In the 19205 a stone fenﬁe ‘was bullt along Chelsea Street blocklng the commandant s
drive, and a new automob Te approach was payed in the south gardens from 3rd
; Street.,. ; : : , :

dTrees and'Gardens

'~The commandant‘s garden was a large yard of grass that surrounded the commandant s
house slnce lts construction in 1805 To the southwest a large vegetable and :
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,floWerﬁgarden‘oc¢upfed“the?1ineiof#thgjnavyfy&fﬁﬁWaJI;“fo:1826 a large tank shed
- was bullt (see buildfﬁg;f);;farmiﬁ§:a‘ngw‘sbuthwestﬂbeﬂnﬂa?y{tofthe gardens. This
~Is the present extent of the commandant's gardens. in World War 1, with the =

~closing of the Chelsea Street entrance to the house, a circular driveway was paved

as the approach to the house from the west. West of this new driveway was an area

'f;-then,usgd_as,gardens;;and,the;remaihder of”théf&urroundingﬁareaewés;lawn.‘f‘”

East of the officers' quarters the land had always been given over.to grass yards,
sometimes divided up to correspond to the five units and sometimes treated alike,
- lmmediately béhfnd{eachfofftheioff?cerSP~housesgwas“a:strip4of;13nd~thatfeach
. could be put to individual use and that extended to 2nd Street; a service alley
';,whichfwasq¢iosed:iﬁ”ther?éteVTBSQsﬁahdfgrassed,as:a;tbmmOn:phivate;yard.'*(The ()
, .porter‘s;hOUSe,.theigatgkgépgrﬁﬁﬂkesideﬁce,\was,aligned‘wfthﬁthe’nawy[YardjWall‘at
- gate 1fand'was demoIished*Th'1958‘*,This'is;probably;the:déteuof the closure of -

.~ The lower yard offiéers‘~quartersf(qUartersfL,]M,iN,IandJO) probably have a

~,'historyfpf!gféSsayards;and”smalligardens‘Similargtojquartérs B, C, D, E, and F,
_ but navy plats do not identify gardens until 1870, when a large common garden to
- the southwest was indicated. By World War I this ares was given over to the =
“cOnstqutidnfof”quar;ersZP?and,graSS~1awns} ‘Tennis courts were built between &

- ~quarters P and L by the WPA. E e e e e g

‘Street Tree Planting

_ Begun during the second administration of the yard by Commodore William Bainbridge
~in 1823, Second Avenue was landscaped with elms. Landscaping was less plentiful
.along First Avenue. In the 18505:trees.Were_p}anteﬂ 30uthaéf‘ahd,paralle1'tb’the ;
ropewalk. lRlantiﬂgSaWere7also*extended”further‘northéastraIQng First and Second
avenues, ending at 9th Street. B R
A boardwalk was built in the 1890s, which became known as '"flirtation walk" and

followed a line of trees south of the ropewalk. The trees were then almost 40

years old. This boardwalk was the connecting walkway between gate h and the. lower
~ yard officers' quarters. Flirtation walk remained until World War i1, when building
' _31,j108,~and‘120;were‘expghded;§ o R R : A

‘Pérade Grpundfofvthéfﬁﬁr}ne Bafraéka‘:

Built with the Marine barracks (building 136) in 1810-12, this was only slightly
H,modffied'overhthe.yéars;;,(The $ite of buflding 136 is not on the parade, but on a
‘ bank'between theaparadgjand?a~16wervVegetable<gardén‘area;)f B e N
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aurlng Weﬂd War 11, a water stomge tank (b*

1 drtng 221) was burled under the
parade - ground This required the modification of the retaining walls along Second

Avenue and raising of the grade tn order to sufflc1ent1y bury the tank.

L

Avenues and Streets

Flrst Avenue was part of Parris's 1827 master . plan for the Charlestown Navy Yard
,patterned after classical city grids and the royal navy yards of Eurbpe.. H|s
';k;grand scheme. xncluded canaTs, basrns, ‘and dry docks ‘that ‘were never construct-
ed. But the power: of that grid. ‘with five broad avenues southwest to northeast
and seven streets northwest to southeast has persnsted to the present
dnctatfng the scale and orgaanatron oF a}l subsequent butldrng.

‘r‘”l‘Ftrst Avenue gacned ltS greatest sngn1f|cance as the maJor axns of supply and

- production; with truck and railroad scales located at building 19, a railroad
. roundhouse in building 105, and railroad and crane trackage meeting at the
heads of all three dry docks and shipway 1. A major utility tunnel runs the
: _1ength of First Avenue as a tr nk line carrying electric power: (24,000 vofts)
oil, oxygen teiephone and fare alarm lines, as well as. water mains and

sewers.; ; = £ x

Second Avenue was the ma;or 19th century southwest- to—northeast axis of the~.‘aif'
Charlestown Navy Yard. 1t had existed as a road along the general hsgh water
~line of the land mass that the naVy purchased. - When Parris. redesigned all

~ the roads of the yard into a grid in 1827, Second: Avenue became the. major
" avenue of five parallel streets. The base line for measurements in the yard
Was the center of this. avenue. In the 1820s th:s avenue was planted with
elms that survived into the ZOth century. e :

| Third, Fourth and Fifth avenues; and 1st 3rd hth 6th Bth 9th 10th 13th

and 16th streets survive: From Parris' s 1827 master plan Now generally Sl
. asphalt the street system has been unpaved macadamed, granlte paved, wood- .
.~ block paved, and brick paved at various times and pTaces. Traln tracks were
~introduced to most of the avenues, and nonessentsal streets were considered
: suatable bulldnng sites durlng World War I, when semlpermanent addntlons
. were made to most navy yard. bui]dangs. : , -

S!tes oF Prev:ous Structures

Several hlstorlcaliy sugnaflcant structures no longer rema:n at the navy yard.
~Many are discussed in the buildings lnventory section where an existing structure
now occuptes the ‘same srte. SOme sites that bear mentiontng are-.as foilows
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 the | val Hi i 805-28, In ";a‘of Quar'ers 1, M, :

N, and 0. Separated from the re st of the yard by aw 'a11, this early hospital‘
. treated tommunicable diseases whnch were a chrén:c prob?em among sailing '
o crews.ﬁj,, W Rt : i :

 .w1re1e5s masts, 1905 20, in the area of quarters Q and pcer 1 Th@YQWere‘yéedﬂ L
: to: expef'ment W?t'ﬁ;aéio ccmmunucatians. ' e o o

Radlo net, 1941 48 along bunldlng 58, Thas hortzontal transmtttang antenné was
part of a maJor Werd War tt defensave alert ccmmunncatlons system. i jx;‘

' vBuzld;ng 195, tbe sheps bu:lding--bu;ﬂt 1936 38 Thls bulldung was d&mollshed
in 1977 for the shipyard park as part of BRA residential redeve!opment, it
 was also the site of the west docks and timber docks.  Bullding 195 was burltl
-as. assembly and welding shops. 1t was the maJor construction prOJect of the -
buildup for WOer War II Shlp production.;«,‘ : Gt G
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__1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE X ECONOMICS ‘ __LITERATURE . _SCULPTURE
_1600:1699 iARCHlTECTURE L _EDUCATION _ ' X mitaRy X...SOCIAL/HUMANITARU
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X _1800-1899 _COMMERCE '~ 07 7 [ pkpromntiON/SETTLEMENT . __pritosORPRY T ¢ K_TRANSPGRT'ANON

X 1900- - __COMMUNICATIONS - X iNDUSTRY:  X.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT - __OTHER (SPECIEV:
Co ' = -v-:}.,,‘?_('__leENnON" e o o

_:‘ Alexander Parrls, Joseph Billi
Sof BUILDER/ARCHLTECTCV ldwi‘—n, Damel Tread

SPECIFIC DATES . 1860i1§§h£

STATEMENT OF SIGNIEICANCE - e . -, ; o R ‘ o
Charlestown. Navy Yard. is natnonally srgnzfjcant 4n nlJustratin' the navaJ and

industrial history. ofﬂtheﬂUnJ{ed_ﬁtates, - The shapyard's 174<
buildings. exempljfy the. 4ndu5trtajltechnojochal revolu;io
United States.as, an 4ndustrla1 society and poldinnal world Teac 1
Navy  as thelwor1d.s grea;e;t naval power,v,ln addxt; n eﬂyard*‘
more of its architectural components--and hence |ts'cont;n ity-~tha .
‘major naval facility, and it therefore” documents the fu‘l scope of this 17ﬁ-year
history. S . i o e

3 T P T s R

Ay

5 i

.arfblstory andjlts
~hat establlshed the

The first name for this rnstallatlon, Charlestown Navy YarH “Wwas' chang&d to the

 Boston Navy Yard’ by 187# when Charlestown was annexed to Boston. The name was
changed again on November 30, 1945, to the Boston Naval Shipyard, when command of
the 1st Naval District became distinct from ‘command ’ of the'yard. The historic = -
name was restored by an act of Congress on October 1 197& with the establnsh«ent
of Boston Natlonal Hlstorlcal Park .

L *’:t\ [T RIS - R I Yo ST S

" The foundlng of - ChatlestoWn Navy Yard was a]most contemporary with the establlshmen
of the U.S. Navy. The yard served the" country from well before ‘the War of 18?@ ‘
and, together with the Norfolk Navy Yard, was the most . important facility of .its .
klnd in the United States until the. C|v11 War. Major construction, shipbuilding,
kand techno]bglcarsadvances took’ pface at the yard durnng these 60 years,and
sites and structures remain that attest both to the inven fon and drive of early :
naval administrators and local Bostonta,&; and to the support gtven the:r effortsﬁ
by the U.S. governemnt. AERETT .

One important shlpbufldtng lnnovatron after the establlshment of the yard was the
,des;gn and construction of the first covered ways or shiphouses .in the United
States, which permitted ‘'yéar-round shlpbunidrng._ The second shlphouse in the
navy yard was built Ih 1813, on the s:te of the preseﬁt shlpway 1 o

Dry dock 1, another !mportant early structure, was desrgned by L Baldwrn in

1827.  One of the first two built in this country, it indicates the growing:
national commitment to both technof‘“ywaﬁd the young U.S. Navy during that time. .
The first Targe ekpenditurés‘by ngress "“;for the Charlestown and Norfolk dry'
docks, wh:ch cost well over $600 000 each. . Building 10 was built fin 1853 near .
dry dock 1 For the storage of pttch and paiﬁt for the wooden sh|ps. ' o

-0f even greater importance industrlally and technologlcally was the ropewalk
which began operating in 1838 _ For the first tlme, the United States government
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: sponsered an industrlal preductlon actlvuty. Alexande?EParrls cempleted the
-~ architectural: desxgn ~and Dr. Daniel Treadwell, a prefesser at: Harvard Unnversrty,
;-develaped the industrial machinery. In the late 1830s the ropewa]k represented

;fproductson eophnstlcatlon and quality control standards unsurpas,ed in the United

~!;bu|ld|ng 22, the ol

States. In 1842, the Federal government began subs:dnznng the preductlen of hemp
;fer use ins thlS nopewalk S Bt :

,BUIldrng 75, desngned by Parrts and - buxlt in 1832 ‘was one of ftve tlmber storage
buildings built in the era of wooden ships.; It is the only: one. left at. the yard
~and may very well be ina class with the: ropewalk as the. sr'gle surviving structure
of its type. 0Oth important structures from the early and middle 1800s include

: ‘dry dock pumphouse and: sawmall that Parris deS|geed in. 1830
~and- buxldlng 2k, the sh:p Jonners' and carpenters shep that was desugned by

k ‘ﬂ«Joseph Bll?ihgs ln 1847

;The hlstory of the change from wood and wind to iron and steam is weTl represented
by - faculitles at ‘the yard, " The most lmpertant structures rllustrat:ng this -
revoiutlen are hu;ldtngs 40 and b2--the hammer, boiler, and'machine shops., Butlt
in the 18565, they are ‘associated with the navy's tntroductnon of steam ‘to ‘power
“its ships. An important mllntary development, the Bub1er'gun carriage, was
4|ntroduced at the yard as the navy began convert:ng from sayl to steam.,,~

1»After the CIV|1 War, the nat:on cut |ts defense establlshment and focused attention

. on reconstruction and western expansion. However, following the technologtcal

revolution that began in the 1880s and led to the development of a modern navy,
the Boston Navy Yard agaln ‘had an- tmportant role-=in supply, equnpment .and-
repair. Few navy 'yards had an important. shlpbuildingkaSSlon during this period
.as ‘large ShIpS were generally built by private yards." BU|ld|ng 125, a modern -
paint shop; is assacuated with the building of the modern navy, as is buxldtng
103, where sheet meta] was fabrlcated ‘ : t e S

,,The yard‘s prlnCIpal ‘mission durlng the Spannsh*American War was supply. Durlng
. World War- I the yard was a supply, equlpment end outfuttlng base for veSSels :
engaged in cenvoy;ng shaps to Europe ' S ; S S

f‘Another major technologtcal advance--ene of many lndustrial lnnovatlons that came
~out of the foundryfoperatlons at Boston Navy Yard--took place in 1926 when die-
lock chain was ‘invented and perfected for productxon.~ Thts specially designed,
heavy, nonfouling anchor chain was used for all navy ships and was produced. only
at this |nstallat|on ~ Buxldnng 105 today |llustrates that aspect of the yard'
productlon. ' ; : t . : :
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_ Durlng ‘the 1930s, the Boston Navy Yard began bur~ i *hips agaan-—thls time, '
~destroyers. Its operations became nncreasnngly lmpertant as the United States
~ braced for war. .Many of the 50 over-age destroyers made avat1able to Britain in
;jfexchange for long term Ieases oF bases in the western hem:sphere were refrtted '
: ~here : S '

The yard reached its maximum tmportanca beg:nnnng in 1939, when Presndent Franklln
“Roosevelt secured appreval for construction of a two-ocean navy, and its: Jmportance
_continued through World War 11. Following Pearl Harbor the yard spec;altzed in

construction of destroyer esccrts.~ More of these were built at the Boston Navy

Yard and its South Boston annex than at any ‘other shtpbux1dtng facility. The
~Boston Navy. Yard provrded 3ndustrtal muscle for the navy, symboltzed by the due-

'Tock chaln. e e , Sl

: Buildtng 197, erected in 1940 h1, reflects both the emergence of the United
States as a great naval power and the development of modern technology, which
made ‘the yard a maJor facrl:ty for naval electronics. After World War LI, the e
yard played a major role. rn developnng nava! mlssrles and radar, sonar, and el
: nucfear power systems._ : v : :

: Other elements at the yard, such as the raslroad ‘and crane tracks, are |mportant -
~‘too. Year after year, from the 18505 ‘and until the mid- 18605, there were letters
urging the extension of ‘tracks into the yard. They played a vital role durlng :
'the yard's great years, untuT the fachnty began to depend on trucknng in the i
19505. , : e S o

The m:lltary hnstory of Charlestown Navy Yard is tmpertant pramar;ty as it relates
to operation of the yard. Many great men of early U. S. naval history served -
here: ~Wiltiam Bannbrrdge, one of the fathers of the navy, was commandant three f'
times; lsaac H#ll, a captain of the U.S.S. Constitution, served in that post for
almost nine years; William Sampson, a ‘naval hero. of the Spanish—Amerncan War, was
‘also commandant. Almost. all officers of significance up until the Span:sh-,~ e
: Amerlcan War served at the yard at some tnme#-as commandant, chief of a bureau,
or a’ Junaor officer. A small U. S. Marines detachment was statloned at the snte,T,‘
and commissioned and warrant officers were housed here. However, the major
historical significance of the presence of these men ‘at the site lay not so much
in their qualifications or military accomplzshments as in thenr ;nfluence on: thew‘j
bunldlng, supply, and adm:nastratlon of Char!estown Navy ' Yard : f‘

The present natlonal park. boundary |ncludes the admnnustratuve center of the

yard, the part reserved for show: the ‘area north of 1st Street and west of :
‘building 136. The nuts and bolts operations of the yard are south of Ist Street ane
and east of bu1]d:ng 136. (Building 198 is the only. building in this area that
played a vital role dur:ng the yard's most sngnlflcant per1od--Wor1d War:11. ) '
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Other structures essoctated wrth the park's mrire r [admrn;stratlve hrktory
include building 5, the old navy store that was a supply house, offices, and
_museum; building 265, whnch provrded housing for the officers; and the comm ndant s
" quarters, a handsome bu:ldnng lmportant throughout the hrstory of admrnlstration
lof the yard N : : , : ‘ i >

The yard was a llvnng organssm that grew and developed as m155|ons changed._

Facades were altered and floor plans shifted as the yard evolved from its. begtnning

in 1800 to its phaseout in 1974 - The buildings tel] long histories, and they’

cannot be restored to a. particular historic perlod without destroylng some part

of ‘their message or making the yard into something it never was. lts exnstence
y,must be traced through to the end as the~ltv1ng story it 15. :

‘ The navy yard was not pretty and should not be portrayed as: such tt was an.

~ industrial site; The only notable’ land5cap|ng was some trees planted in the. ,
-1820s and a landscaped walkway along the ropewalk called Mflirtation walk'; ‘these .

- were gone by 197k, That sort of attractlon d|sappeared with the- butldup neceSSItat
*by WOrld War l!._' e : Sl , : : G :

_Although the navy yard changed cons:derably between 1939 and 19h5, not: many
~alterations were made after 1945. A few sheds and a few dlfferent electr:cal
~»5ubstataons were added, but changes pramarlly involved neg!ect of. semtpermahent
structures. . Buuldtng 198 is the only major remaining structure that reflects the
Mtempo'' of the WOrId War 11 perlod and should therefore be saved |nsofar as: ss
‘possub]e.~ S N i S » T o S a

~ The Charlestown Navy Yard today 15 essentia]ly as nt was in 197h and its » .=

k Lappearance ‘that year in no way Ilm?ts, but rather enhances, its ability to

communicate the sweeping story of the development of the United States into an .
rndustrlal glant that supports the greatest navy the wor?d has” ever seen.‘

Edwin C Bearss
~ April 1978
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